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Tone - Tones are created when grey is
added to a color. The tone depends
on the level of black/white in the grey
used. Tones may be lighter or darker
than the original hue.

Primary Colors
Red, Yellow & Blue - cannot be

made by any other colors 

Monochrome -
varying tones

of a single
color, does

not need to be
black & white!

Complementary / Contrasting
Colors

opposite of each other on the
color wheel, bold, providing

high contrast and high impact 

Tint - Tints are created when white is
added to any hue on the color wheel,
lightening and desaturating the hue.

Hue - a pure
color that has
had nothing
added to it to
change its
properties.

Shade - Shades are created by adding
black to any hue on the color wheel.
This darkens the hue & creates a more
intense color.

Red - Green
Orange - Blue

Yellow - Purple

Use Black &/or White with
these color pairs to add

more contrast to your soap 

Secondary Colors
Green, Orange, Purple - Made by

mixing primary colors
together.

Green = Yellow + Blue
Orange = Red + Yellow

Purple = Blue + Red 

Tertiary Colors
Combine secondary colors 
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FD & C Colorants (Dyes)/lakes
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clays

FD&C dyes/Lakes are water soluble Color additives subject to certification under the
federal food, drug & cosmetics act. each color is massively concentrated and must be

batch certified. depending on the shade desired, approximately 1/32 tsp is all that is
needed to color an 8 lb batch of soap. They are the most cost effective colorants,

though the most difficult to achieve consistent results in soap due to their reliance on
heat to develop. They are also UV light sensitive, meaning they will morph in sunlight,

lakes are moRE commonly used in bath bombs while dyes are most often used in soap &
the creation of other colorants such as micas. dyes/lakes are typically considered

“synthetic” colorS.

charcoal

BOTANICALS, OR PLANT MATERIALS, CAN CREATE COLORS IN SOAPS & COSMETICS USING BOTH OIL &
WATER. A VERY STRONG TEA (DECOCTION) CAN BE USED FOR THE LIQUID PORTION OF THE LYE

SOLUTION, OR OIL INFUSIONS CAN BE USED AS A PARTIAL TO FULL REPLACEMENT OF THE OILS IN
YOUR SOAP RECIPE. CARE MUST BE TAKEN TO BE AWARE OF HOW A PARTICULAR HERB/BOTANICAL

WILL REACT TO THE ALKALINITY OF THE LYE. SOME HERB COLORATIONS CAN WITHSTAND THE
INTRODUCTION OF LYE & SOME CANNOT. COLORS CREATED FROM BOTANICALS ARE TYPICALLY

CONSIDERED “NATURAL” COLORANTS.

botanicals

activated charcoal is used as colorant for soaps & cosmetics. its made from a process
that involves mixing powdered hardwood charcoal, or charcoal made from other

plant materials like coconut shells, with a chemical such as Calcium Chloride that is then
heated to a high temperature. the charcoal is powdered & can be added to water, oil, or
glycerin. charcoal can be used to create shades from light to dark grey, and even black.

the darker the color the more charcoal required. too much charcoal can make the
soap/cosmetic gritty and difficult to cut. charcoal is typically considered to be a

“natural” colorant.

Clays are sourced from wetlands and river bottoms, making water the perfect carrier
for your natural colorant. Use 1 tsp clay to 1 tbls water to begin. More can be added

but clay will accelerate trace & too much will become very gritty difficult to cut. Clays
will also pull all of the water from your soap if they aren’t hydrated, leaving crumbly

or brick hard soap. clays are typically considered “natural” colorants.

MICAS
WHILE MICA IS A NATURALLY OCCURRING MINERAL, MICAS STRAIGHT FROM THE EARTH SHOULD NOT BE

USED IN SOAP OR COSMETICS DUE TO THE HIGH POTENTIAL OF CONTAMINATION from OTHER
MINERALS SUCH AS SULFUR & HEAVY METALS. “NATURE IDENTICAL” SKIN-SAFE MICAS ARE CREATED IN A

LAB & APPROVED BY THE FDA. micas come in a range of VARIOUS COLORS and are CREATED
USING DYES, LAKES, TITANIUM DIOXIDE AND OTHER skin-safe CHEMICALS/minerals mixed with the
nature identical mica crystal. MICAS ARE THE MOST CONSISTENT AND EASY SOAP COLORANT TO
USE, THOUGH ARGUABLY THE MOST EXPENSIVE. micas can be mixed in oil, water, or glycerin &

often what you see is what you get.
SKIN-SAFE MICAS ARE CONSIDERED “SYNTHETIC” COLORANTS. 
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OXIDES

PIGMENTS

TITANIUM DIOXIDE

ULTRAMARINES

Titanium dioxide (TO2) IS AN inorganic compound derived from titanium. TO2 is a white
solid PIGMENT that is insoluble in water, THOUGH WATER IS USED TO DISPERSE IT IN THE

PROCESS OF SOAP MAKING. TO2 IS ALSO USED IN THE MAKING OF SUNSCREEN, PAINT, MICAS & FOOD
COLORING. TO USE MICA IN SOAP MIX AT A RATIO OF 1:4, TO2:WATER, ADDING 1-2 TBLS OF DISPERSED

TO2 INTO AN 8LB BATCH OF SOAP. THE MORE TO2 USED THE HIGHER THE POSSIBILITY OF GLYCERIN
RIVERS AND TOO MUCH TO2 CAN SPEED UP TRACE. TO2 CAN BE USED TO ALTER THE HUES OF COLORS.

TO2 IS CONSIDERED A “NATURAL” COLORANT.

OXIDES are opaque and strong tinting man-made colors, reliable tinters suitable for all
mediums including arts and crafts, plasters, cements and more. They are manufactured by
the synthesis of natural ingredients, being non-toxic and responsibly produced. THOSE

USED IN COSMETICS ARE NOT REQUIRED TO BE BATCH CERTIFIED BUT THEY ARE SUBJECT TO
REGULATION BY THE FDA. Typically a tsp of oxide colorant will easily color an 8 lb batch

of soap. OXIDES ARE OIL SOLUBLE & TYPICALLY CONSIDERED “SYNTHETIC” COLORS.

Pigments in cosmetics have been a part of human culture for centuries. THEY date back to
ancient Egyptians and Sumerians who came up with techniques to produce makeup.  

They used clay, semi-precious stones, paprika, turmeric, seaweed extract, and many other
natural materials to make an array of bright colors. PIGMENTS TODAY ARE LAB CREATED

AND UNDER THE REGULATION OF THE FDA. PIGMENTS ARE “PIGGISH”, REQUIRING USUALLY DOUBLE TP
TRIPLE THE AMOUNT OF PRODUCT USED TO COLOR THE SAME AMOUNT OF SOAP AS ANY OTHER SOAP

COLORANT. PIGMENTS ARE CONSIDERED A “SYNTHETIC” COLORANT.

color additives, ultramarines (blue, green, pink, red, and violet) are pigments obtained by
calcining at temperatures above 700 °C. a mixture of kaolin, sulfur, sodium carbonate,

silicious matter, sodium sulfate, and carbonaceous matter, but not necessarily all these
substances, to produce a single color. The ultramarines are complex sodium aluminum

sulfosilicates having a typical formula Na(AlSiO)S with proportions of each element
varying with each color.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inorganic_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Titanium
https://www.diynatural.com/soap-colorants-pigments-oxides-micas/
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https://www.diynatural.com/soap-colorants-pigments-oxides-micas/
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FUN SWIRL DESIGNs WITH COLORFUN SWIRL DESIGNs WITH COLOR

DROPDROP  PEACOCK PEACOCK

TIGERTIGER IN-THE-POTIN-THE-POT


